
Rome, June 18, 2009

Dear Liberal Friends,

In a recent interview reported in Il Corriere della Sera (15th June)*, Francesco Rutelli shows his 
concern for the final decision by Partito Democratico to join the Socialist Group. The last will 
most likely be named ASDE, on the experience of the ALDE group. Once again, Francesco 
Rutelli does not promote ALDE as natural coalition for the Partito Democratico. On the contrary 
he vaguely proposes the constitution for an alternative group to both the Socialists and ALDE. 
This aims to bridge the two into cooperation, but such an option would dangerously confuse the 
political landscape (this partly explains the distance taken by EU voters). 

For many years the Italian Liberals have warned the ELDR leadership and group (far before 
becoming  ALDE)  –  without  receiving  any  response  –  on  the  political  attitude  of  the  Italian 
Margherita (currently part of Partito Democratico). 

The Italian  Liberals  are a small  organisation,  with  clear  political  mission.  Unlike  many other 
political  Italian  bodies  in  a  country  devastated by  political  instability,  we  are  not  exclusively 
focused in gaining leading and powerful positions. Furthermore, the Italian Liberals are in fact 
one of  the founding  party  of  the ELDR (Mr.  Malagodi  should  sound familiar  to  most  of  the 
European Liberals) and maintain their dignity despite the difficulties since 1994, and a coherent 
political  position  that  has  been  confirmed  by  political  outcomes,  as  well  demonstrated  by 
previous records. 

Before the last Italian elections (spring 2008) we, the Italian Liberals, warned the ELDR and the 
ALDE  leadership,  invitation  extended  to  the  Liberal  International  leadership,  not  to  support 
Partito Democratico leader, former Communist party member, Valter Veltroni. We warned that 
the Partito Democratico would have never joined the ALDE.

Despite  the  few  political  deceived  liberals  who  have  joined  Margherita  and  now  Partito 
Democratico, hoping in a Liberal transformation of former communists and Christian Democrats 
into  Liberals,  almost  the  unanimity  of  newly  born  Partito  Democratico  members  refuse 
Liberalism, would simply like to obtain their votes.

The ALDE coalition  by  Francesco  Rutelli  and Margherita  was  not  a  political  design  but  for 
expedience.  ALDE was  brutally  used for  specific  political  Italian  interests.  ALDE and ELDR 
leadership have always been informed. No reaction came from their side. Our warnings were 
mostly taken as a source of amusement rather than a serious concern. 

The Partito Democratico has just formalised its choice. As announced several months ago, the 
Liberal family would never been joined by PD. The Socialist family is the natural home for its 
members;  EPP  cannot  be  joined  by  former  Margherita  members  because  of  Berlusconi's 



presence,  but  they  certainly  fit  better  than  elsewhere.  Mr  Rutelli’s  political  team  in  the 
Democratic Party are disappointed by the lack of a bridging group “Unionist” that aims to “find 
the agreement between Liberals, Socialists, and Greens”. Nobody calls for Liberalism or for a 
Liberal body that produce Liberal policies. 

ALDE lost the valuable support of Partito Radicale and its active members. Italia dei Valori is the 
only Italian party present. A quick snapshot of IdV members' bios is sufficient to figure out their 
orientation; No further need to comment. At least IdV members, despite being far away from any 
Liberal political behavior in Italy,  firmly decided and courageously state their  presence in the 
ALDE group, unlike Margherita's members who were used in the past.  This is already good 
news. 

We'll keep working hard to foster liberal ideas in a country that, for rooted historical reasons, 
seems to refuse them.  This  is  the sake of  liberalism.  We are  certainly  not  vague idealists, 
because it  contradicts our liberal principles. On the contrary,  because we are pragmatist, we 
constantly stress the incoherence of the many who do not act as liberals despite the great need 
that Italy has. In recent months, we finally seem to be at a good point in the ambitious unification 
of the entire Liberal, republican and reformist subjects. The involvement of the Radical Party is a 
further step. We obviously need our tremendous effort to be openly and firmly supported by the 
various European and international Liberal groups. 

We do believe that any political thought, as Liberal Party, should prevail on the silly distinction 
between local and European politics. This would be coherent with ELDR position, which aims to 
foster the democratic representation average.  As well as a coherent way to promote Sir Ralph 
Dahrendorf's legacy.

Best wishes

Raffaello Morelli, President

Gianmarco Brenelli, Board Member

Pietro Paganini, Board Member

* Corriere della Sera, June 15th 2009 – read the article

http://archiviostorico.corriere.it/2009/giugno/15/con_socialisti_Strasburgo_Lanciamo_noi_co_9_090615010.shtml

