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And leading liberals

Mister President,
I would like to express my concern after I read, in Issue 82 of LI,  Your public endorsement to Italian Prime 
Minister Candidate and Partito Democratico (PD) Leader, Mr. Walter Veltroni, in the immediate eve of 
policies 2008. I interpret your statement as the result of misinformation on the Italian political reality.
The PD is one of the new Italian political body. It aims to pursue a mix of social democratic  and catholic 
values and ideas, in a more modern way. Most of its leaders are former communists who have been active for 
the last 30 years , the rest former  democratic christian ruling class. PD is  very far from any liberal idea, 
value and method. It is structured on leadership plebiscitary, it has not a statutes yet and its governing 
bodies, has program supporting everything and its opposite, rely on a nomenclature manager expression of 
soft state. The wide   majority of its leadership would like to lead PD into the PES by 2009 European 
Elections. 
Mr. Veltroni is a typical example of former communist kid with a very young career:  in the last thirty years 
he has held a moltitude of relevant key positions in the national party summit (the Italian Commnists have 
changed several names in the last 20 years, PCI, PdS,   DS and now PD,  on operative approach continuity)  
including the direction of the newspaper Unità (the official communication mean of the PCI). Mr Veltorni 
was MPfor the PCI,  the vice presidency of the Council of Ministers,  the Secretary of the Party DS, the Rome 
Mayor for the last 7 years. Mr. Veltroni is not a breath of fresh air and even air reassuring, given that today he 
claims to have joined the Communist Party 35 years ago with the aim to achieve the American freedom.  Mr. 
Veltorni is a ecumenical politician supporting every cause.
Mr. Veltroni is today a clone of Mr. Berlusconi, almost 15 years later. He has just adopted Mr. Berlusconi's 
illiberal idea  claiming that the  time presence on TV during the election campaign should be balanced with 
the existing strength of each party. This is exactly what the Italian Liberals have been opposing for the last 14 
ears. The FdL has filed a lawsuit to the Italian court on this issue, in fact . Please, see also the resolution 
carried by the IFLRY  Congress held in Sarajevo, December 2007.
In addition , it seems You   have missed that Liberals are running the current election with 
an independent and autonomous list, a separated list from both Mr. Berlusconi and Mr. Veltroni's anti liberal 
coalitions. Now the Liberal list has formed in a short time but so  it has already started its campaign for the 
EU elections in 2009. The Liberal list will apply to the ELDR ( or ALDE if existing) , whilst PD will attempt 
to enter the PES.  This unified list has the full support of the FdL, a member of LI.   Unfortunately with 
concern I noticed that FdL, a member of LI, was not informed  in due time about Your  endorsement . 
Moreover, allow me to inform you that Italian MPs that were admitted during the  Marrakech  Congress 
(november 2006) as a LI member group since then on are not endorsing politically any liberal basic value and 
at the present elections half of them are not running, one of them is running with Mr. Bertinotti's 
Left Rainbow Party (this  name is exact). 
For all these reasons, Your   statement, if not corrected immediately (ie before the election results that will 



start to flow from April 14 Monday mid-afternoon), could have very serious consequences for the  image of 
the Italian and European liberalism. I do not know where and how you got involved in such an endorsement, 
but it is clear that the information you were provided with are wrong, misleading and extremely dangerous. 
Here we are not concerning about an endorsement to one or an other liberal party, but a statement that 
favour a former communist candidate that aim to enter the PES family and pursue socialist values at the 
best or populistic at the worst. 
I trust that these frank   words could help You to take a prompt action to restore the international line of 
liberalism that we Italians are particularly linked in the wake of Giovanni Malagodi and that there seemed 
properly open yet never yielding to settings other cultural strands. Politically alliance follows identity not 
backwards.
I thank you for your attention and I look forward to seeing your resolution.

  Sincerely yours

   Raffaello Morelli, President


